
Resource sharing Resource sharing --
why are we getting it why are we getting it 

so wrong?so wrong?
by Ian by Ian StaglesStagles

Western Australian Game Fishing Assoc.Western Australian Game Fishing Assoc.



WA guiding principles for resource sharingWA guiding principles for resource sharing
Fish resources are a common property resource managed by the Fish resources are a common property resource managed by the 
Government for the benefit of present and future generations.Government for the benefit of present and future generations.
Sustainability is paramount and ecological requirements must be Sustainability is paramount and ecological requirements must be 
accounted for prior to any allocation to user groups.accounted for prior to any allocation to user groups.
Decisions must be made on best available information and where tDecisions must be made on best available information and where this his 
information is uncertain, unreliable, inadequate or not availablinformation is uncertain, unreliable, inadequate or not available, a e, a 
precautionary approach adopted to precautionary approach adopted to minimiseminimise risk to fish stocks. The risk to fish stocks. The 
absence of, or any uncertainty in, information should not be useabsence of, or any uncertainty in, information should not be used as a d as a 
reason for delaying or failing to make a decision.reason for delaying or failing to make a decision.
A sustainable target catch level must be set for all fisheries aA sustainable target catch level must be set for all fisheries and explicit nd explicit 
allocations designated to each user group. allocations designated to each user group. 
Allocations to user groups should account for the total mortalitAllocations to user groups should account for the total mortality on fish y on fish 
resources resulting from the activities of each group, includingresources resulting from the activities of each group, including bycatchbycatch and and 
mortality of released fish.mortality of released fish.
The total catch across all user groups should not exceed the susThe total catch across all user groups should not exceed the sustainable tainable 
target catch level. If this occurs immediate steps should be taktarget catch level. If this occurs immediate steps should be taken to reduce en to reduce 
the take within prescribed levels. Management arrangements for ethe take within prescribed levels. Management arrangements for each user ach user 
group should aim to contain their catch within the level set forgroup should aim to contain their catch within the level set for that group.that group.
Allocation decisions should aim to Allocation decisions should aim to maximisemaximise the overall benefit to the the overall benefit to the 
Western Australian community from the use of fish stocks and takWestern Australian community from the use of fish stocks and take e 
account of economic, social, cultural and environmental factors.account of economic, social, cultural and environmental factors.
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